l SRy
NOMA LANE @f:? PY
PICNIC CAOUND % o

: ) Wi SN
pre=

| -~ 1 BASS LAKE

WG EILE
-

v
v

¥
>

Male
Pl

..,,
t,\ i

A P
s |

-~
2 -v‘.

kY

S

>
b 4

e

PR
ST

4 \
STITO V= N\
R N /@ A VINNIBICOSHISH
4 5's wurso\ 270 DAM L Q
e fad
.LA
A ‘ DA CAMP/l i

. ¢ b
& &
\ GAOUNO /’\.\'\."L’ “ qu\‘-l C»‘HP/CR\E‘ \L
& f

- .,
- ) ’)/ \\ ) ; O Q‘d /\///CL’»/LO/ : i{\
/ 1PORVAY ef,u Ny / A CAMP cRowvo\\ \ \

| canp cROUND n’Cfuno \

®

:‘ "_‘:3‘-@-\ Lanin CROuA. TpeT ! S \:"”-:
. Y UL e~ s,

UK T 0JIEmA = S Sl N < A Dc-q @agusu‘,_vr

./ c.u«ﬂ CAOUNT ' S mian i I SR/ r“\ H/’_._L "

cuBa miLL RO e B0l 3 RIVER N

' @ Lo O N T T S —— R >3 /-:(;'.f,:.':;‘ \,~"
! li ‘ y?.-. ; %‘; EABE N A N\T"“gm" R e O e i

ihet 0 X AR 3y = : ‘;{.
i T {f\ (ec [‘\\\\\ s¥ amwmsonﬁﬁ a b T

: I ~
) LAXE THIRTEEN PYERNAS %tal ) ﬁ . &;‘e PR
},-,AUF’ CROUNG \\ U.S. *Arary-€orps /.gEngineers S S

2 . 7 i \'1
‘, SN ! 'J

Jun P2 Rl
[

~ >
; |came " r—""\ Ny :::
- '_——.;___\\ f -A.A—ﬁM-ﬁ-. ‘~
Ty e e ‘E — ——\\.\/ ‘._‘."
\ ‘ g0y \ l‘ \ 5 v
r'—“* 'H'V:R '}

~.. — 5or A:vER
‘.T"“-”N\@ Lo

~ ., o]
- . f [t | )' o
Vo 1t ! [N »
[ DISTRBUTION cTA*me ‘ ! L \\ l f \ !, /,/ E N
N - N | 5
b

Apnv avary St L Retoin :~’ - K O(\&
™

w_:'-“;;-f;’;;:‘.;..; '- . cB /,/( : r[ e ’:_‘

\‘I AR
m LA, .~.L



DI R A W e L W W W OO R o R vy A A WO M Y IO MO PO S N L,

i,

UNCLASSIFIED

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGE

ADAIT

[
.
L g
-

'«
-
-
3
.
-
)
2]
-
&

-9

BN B 28 )
v
’

P

R

[}
Pad

044

!

N

Form Approved &:
REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE OMB No 07040188 .
Exp Date Jun 30. 1986 ').'_
1a REPORT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 1b RESTRICTIVE MARKINGS .:’:-,.
Unclassified o
2a. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY 3. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY OF REPORT ,
Approved for publi leas; di NSy
2b. DECLASSIFICATION / DOWNGRADING SCHEDULE PP public releas; distribution J“'
unlimited v‘,.:
Cd
4. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION REPORT NUMBER(S) S. MONITORING ORGANIZATION REPORT NUMBER(S) '.;-:'
$
e
1’
e
6a. NAME OF PERFORMING ORGANIZATION 6b. OFFICE SYMBOL 7a. NAME OF MONITORING ORGANIZATION X
(If applicable) Y
History Afield U.S. Army Engineer Dist., St. Paul g
Yy
6c. ADDRESS (City, State, and ZIP Code) 7b. ADDRESS (City, State, and ZIP Code) :, :
1421 USPO & Custom House <
PO Box 704 St. Paul, MN 55101-1479 0
Owatonna, MN 55060 d
N
8a. NAME OF FUNDING /SPONSORING 8b. OFFICE SYMBOL 9. PROCUREMENT INSTRUMENT (DENTIFICATION NUMBER :: !
ORGANIZATION (If applicable) DACW37~87-M~1509 ,,:
DACW37-88-M~0644 g
8c. ADDRESS (City, State, and ZIP Code) 10. SOURCE OF FUNDING NUMBERS «‘_\:
PROGRAM PROJECT TASK WORK UNIT >
ELEMENT NO. NO. NO ACCESSION NO g
=3
11 TITLE (Include Security Classification) e
FINAL REPORT MISSISSIPPI HEADWATERS RESERVOIRS; Oral History Interviews, Series II .::-u
- ‘\
?‘-‘
12. PERSONAL AUTHOR(S) °
Jo Blatti N
13a. TYPE OF REPORT 13b. TIME COVERED 14. DATE OF REPORT (Year, Month, Day) J15. PAGE COUNT f~
Final FROM _ 1930 TO_198Q June 1988 o
16. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTATION V)
See also Popular Report "'_
r— ®
17. COSATI CODES 18. SUBJECT TERMS (Continue on reverse if necessary and identify by block number) e
FIELD GROUP SUB-GROUP History =3
Interviewing : ,
Mississippi River Headwaters G
IS Ax ol it oo
19. ABSTRACT (Continue on reverse if necessary and identify by block number) .
'Y
This report, Mississippi Headwaters Oral History Interviews ( Series IT) contains analysis/" S
full transcripts of eight (8) interviews. The subject of the interviews is 20th century ‘-'5.:
history and operations of Corps of Engineers damsites and recreation facilities at :}_
Winnibigoshish, Sandy, Leech, Pokegama and Gull Lakes in north central Minnesota. The o f
' ' Y
time frame spans the 1930's to 1980's. oty
Informants in series II include retired St. Paul District personnel and residents g
of the Federal Dam community as well as retired damtenders. .J:".
Y
o
i:{
-t
-:’ 3
=
20 DISTRIBUTION / AVAILABILITY OF ABSTRACT 21 ABSTRACT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION :.-
UNCLASSIFIED/UNUMITED ] SAME AS RPT [ DTIC USERS Unclassified :‘,"
22a NAME OF RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUAL 22b TELEPHONE (include Area Code) | 22¢ OFFICE SYMBOL o
John Anfinson 612-220~260 PD-ER N
- - p— -
DD FORM 1473, 84 Mar 83 APR edition may be used until exhausted SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGE ’
1 ~ ]
All other editions are obsolete UNCLASSIFIED 3
S
P

e e S e R S AR R SRR L O N D
» o 'n’ . » a! > 8 'n g B " o 3

. Mg X

-

e

YA SN

P - - . . . -
A NN *."'\'\,-.'.\"'\' COCRENARER LN

C A L L o

_\". o i



RN R T WU WU G L MU M WY gt d3eaty? 7" gav S gos gat gat Bav gac Jab gav fab g 29, 62" At ® ga ¥ gav 9 0 )

4

)
S
’

FINAL REPORT

» 7
'l.:..' ',

MISSISSIPPI HEATWATERS RESERVOIRS o

2,
PR
h

-~
v
S

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS, SERIES II

@

DAWC 37-87-M-1509 .
+
DAWC 37-88-M-0644

- LA
Submitted to:
John Anfinson
Environmental Resources
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
St. Paul District
June 1988
by Jo Blatti
HISTORY AFTELD SN
;s.':\":
S
(‘\\"Nf
S
o
N
'Aﬁwﬂgi_—i g
ciame; . ';b""-".
e PN
Y
BN
PO. Box 704 Owatonna. Minnesota 55060 507/835-7107 F';.';.
- \.:. {'\4
1S

. . . . PR - )
T e s L G T v s T e o S s A I T I et

o




RN RN

B o ="
W%, A

l‘.""V‘v"".v . A b y , 4 W > ..Y.I-. ¥ 'J““ .‘ R -. v Yl u¥ l.Al. J \r'dan¢ "" Yol Sgh Vgl ¥ ~

Management summary

This report, Mississippi Headwaters Oral History Interviews (Series
II) contains analysis and full transcripts of eight (8) interviews. The
subject of the interviews is 20th century history and operations of
Corps of Engineers damsites and recreation facilities at Winnibigoshish,
Sandy, Leech, Pokegama and Gull Lakes in north central Minnesota. The
time frame spans the 1930s to 1980s. The work was conducted under
contracts DAWC 37-87-M-1509 and DAWC 37-88-M-0644 at a budget of
$7,042.92. This study is in partial fulfillment of ER 870-1-1,
requiring selective oral history documentation of field operating
activities within each Corps District.

The Series II Headwaters interviews, undertaken in the winter of
1987-88, were commissioned to complete and to supplement an earlier set
of interviews conducted with retired damtenders in 1986-87. Topics for
investigation included: dam operations, use of dwellings and
outbuildings, recreational and resort facilities, wild rice culture,
wild life habitat, Corps policies and native American relations in the
area.

Informants in Series II include retired St. Paul District personnel
and residents of the Federal Dam community as well as retired
damtenders. Fieldwork was conducted in the winter of 1987-88; project
narrators were interviewed at homes and offices in the Headwaters and

the metropolitan Twin Cities area. Verbatim transcripts were prepared _
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The Series II interviews yielded considerable information about
Headwaters operations from the 1930s through the 1980s. The information
falls into several general categories: descriptions of work processes
and living conditions; explanations of special problems or incidents;
opinions and interpretations concerning Corps policies and practices.
Though few differences of fact or recollection appear in the interviews,
differences in emphasis and interpretation abound; this range of
perspectives is generally considered a positive value in oral history
documentation,

The study's significance lies in the project narrators' abilities
to lend fuller explanation, subtlety and contextual shading to events
and processes noted, often without amplification, in the Corps Annual
Reports and special reports. Its chief limitation is the selectivity of
human memory. However, it is important to note that what is remembered
in these interviews follows exceedingly closely upon accounts found in
written sources and other interviews. Little in the way of noticeable
inaccuracies occurs when narrators' recollections are checked against

Annual Reports, for instance.

Principal conclusions and recommendations are as follows:

1) No further special initiatives are recommended regarding oral
history documentation of the Headwaters operations, 1930s -
1980s.

2) An on-going program of selective "exit" interviews with
retiring employees is suggested as a method for picking up
additional perspectives on Headwaters operations.

3) Development of a policy concerning "narrator review" is
recommended to the Corps, along with suggestions as to why and
how this might be done. Note: narrator review is the practice
of returning oral history transcripts to interviewees for final
approval. The narrator's review may include annotations,
corrections, deletions, and restrictions upon use.
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The repository for records for this project is the Historical
Committee Office, St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers. The contractor
has recommended that full copies of the final project report be sent to
Library and Collections of the Minnesota History Society in St. Paul and
the North Central Minnesota Historical Center at Bemidji State

University, as well.
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Introduction
This report documents oral history field research conducted for
the U, S. Army Corps of Engineers, Deccmber 1987 - January 1988. The
general subject of these interviews is the history and operation of
Corps dam sites at the Missigsippi Headwaters Reservoirs in north
central Minnesota from the 1930s to the present. Individual subthemes
concerning the reservoirs include recreational facilities and resorts
(both civilian and Corps), wild rice, native American relations, daily
operations at dam sites and Corps institutional history. The Headwaters
Reservoirs system include facilities at Leech, Pine River, Pokegama,
Sandy, Gull, Winnibogeshish.
This work is a sequel to earlier interviews conducted in 1986.
Persons interviewed in the Series II project were:
Carl Anderson
retired 1958; damtender at Gull lake ca. 1934-1937, at Pokegama
1937-1958
Warren Bridge
retired 1986; operator of Bridges Launch Service in Federal
Dam, 1936-1986
Merton Lego
Federal Dam buainessman, also active in Leech Lake tribal

affairs

Jim Ruyak
area manager Headwaters regional office, Remer MN, 1979 -

Irv Seelye
retired 1987; damtender Winnibogoshish, 1958-1987

Lee Staley
operator Wescott's Launch Service, Federal Dam MN, ca. 1973 -

James von Lorenz

retired 1972; worked on construction out of St. Paul District
Office 1930s - 1972
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Wesley Walters
retired 1965; civilian engineer in St. Paul District Office,
1930-1965; responsible for Headwaters operations, 1932-1950,

This report is divided into the following sections:

—- overview

research design

summary Series II findings

notes on the pilot and Series II interviews

recommendations and conclusion

appendix A, containing full transcripts plus tape indexes,
summaries and interview schedule

appendix B, containing scope of work, project correspondence
and resumes

A popular report is in preparation under separate cover.

.
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Overview :ﬁ;‘
K
The Headwaters Reservoirs 3;;
P The Corps of Engineers initially dammed the natural reservoirs 25??
system formed by Leech Lake, Winnibigoshish, Pine River, and Sandy in 2&&
the years 1881-1891. 1In a second round of construction between 1899 and 'q:;
1909, much of the original timber work in the dams was replaced with .:;;‘
concrete. Gull lake reservoir was completed in 1912. The dam complexes gg?;
included housing, officers quarters, and work buildings of various fz;:'
sorts. Few structural changes to the dams have been made since, though -:;%
e
some elements in the surrounding area have changed considerably in the i:i;,
& <0
intervening years. t::ﬁ'
The Headwaters region of Minnesota was a relatively remote region EES:
when the Corps came in to construct the dams. Surfaced roads were bad E;E;'
RIS
to non-existent. The railroads hadn't arrived yet. The population was 'ﬁﬂk
clustered in widely spaced market towns, lumber camps and native :E;f
)
American communities, on and off the Leech Lake reservation. Much of ::as
the area was, and still is, public land held in state and federal ;:::!
forests and in trust for Indian people. f?g%
The railroad came into the Headwaters area in 1910, greatly ;&:&
facilitating local travel for year-round residents and long-distance iisﬂ‘
forays by tourists who visited via regularly scheduled fishing and i;if
camping excursions. Another small freshet of newcomers came into the EEEZ“
area after 1914, when homesteading opened up in the cut-over timber ::f{
district. 335
Vit
Over the years, a summer tourist season based on boating, fishing, N

N

hunting and camping has become a mainstay of the regional economy. The >

automobile and vacation benefits have placed once-elite wilderness

-3 - -
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journeys within popular reach. Many of the resorts and guide services :xjt
oy
A
in the Headwaters region are in the immediate vicinity of the Corps pRSAY,
oA
h reservoirs. LS
®
At the time it was built, the Headwaters reservoir system was Q;:
KNy \:
intended to serve as an aid to navigation on the Mississippi River and ::{:
AT
# to maintenance of waterflow into the milling and manufacturing district f:F‘
of Minneapolis. In time, the uses of the reservoir system changed. By :2:3'
T
E
the turn of the century, the logging industry in northern Minnesota was :j'?
L
the interest most actively assisted by Corps water discharge policies in ‘e
ok
the Headwaters region. Following the construction of the 9-foot e
channel, which turned the Mississippi into a slackwater canal between ﬂiﬁi
.-,:-r_:.
Minneapolis, Minnesota and St. Louis, Missouri, in the 1930s, 7 ; B
BN
supplemental flow from the reservoirs system was no longer a primary 5&»_
~d
tool in maintaining the upper Mississippi River water levels. g
N
Operations guidelines were keyed to the needs of resort owners, summer k::
visitors and other local conditions such as wild rice culture and :ﬁﬁf'
N
‘---‘.m
wildlife habitat at the individual lakes during the 1930s. :}-},
S Vg
In the years following World War II, the Corps itself got into the ‘N;)
"o '&i

Pd

:"gl
S

o l:’l:
2

recreation business, under authority of the River and Harbors Act of

1944, 1Initially, these facilities took the form of primitive camping

‘c-".‘*.l

Vo

areas and limed latrines. By the 1980s, the Corps campgrounds featured o
hook-ups for recreational vehicles (RVs), washing facilities and other :f}}
-_‘-\'.

.._'-\'.
comforts. AN
NN
The Job of Dam-tending ".’
-:,_-‘."\-
Civilian damtenders maintained the Headwaters reservoirs for the ARY
Corps of Engineers. Generally, these men and their families were year- 23;!
B

round residents at the dam sites. Damtenders were "on call" 24 hours a

N
day until well into the 20th century. The basic requirements of the job ::{ﬂJ

IR S Sy Nl L N e ER A et et S R N R Y
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were to moniitor water discharge levels at the dams and to adjust those
levels per the instructions of the St. Paul Operations staff. The
damtenders kept daily logbooks and performed all actions necessary to
regular operations and maintenance; they were also responsible for
repairs and alterations to the dam facilities, insofar as those could be
accomplished on-site with local labor and know-how. In the early years,
the job also included hospitality to visiting officers on inspection -
and sometimes pleasure-trips in the area.

Historically, the physical premises under the care of Corps
employees in the Headwaters have included the dams themselves, gage
houses, dwellings, officers quarters, boathouses, blacksmith and
carpentry shops, barns, chicken coops, root cellars and, most recently,
campgrounds and visitors facilities., The original domestic-work
complexes were constructed in the 1880s and rebuilt when the dams were
altered in the 1910s. These homes and outbuildings were based on
simple, common, comfortable and middle-class shelter plans of the time.
Telephone lines were installed in 1905 (Zellie, 1987, p. 15),
electricity in the 1920s (op.cit., p. 36). Taken altogether, the
outbuildings and the communication systems suggest highly self-
sufficient food, transportation, and repair capabilities plus access to
relatively scarce amenities in a remote rural area.

The job of damtending and the physical premises at the dams
remained relatively constant from the 1880s to about 1950. At that
point, a round of changes began. The officers' quarters, barns,
workshops, and other outbuildings were moved off-site. The workshops
were replaced with modern maintenance buildings combining office and
repair space; the officers' quarters, horse barns and much of the

"domestic farming" apparatus were no longer necessary in the age of
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automobiles and supermarkets. The dam gages and gates were mechanized
in the 1950s and 1960s, an! the "first generation" picnic areas and
campgrounds were constructed then, too.

In the years since, the job of dam-tending has been redefined as
park or project management. Corps employees, now on a 40-hour week plus
overtime, have moved off-site to private homes. Many construction and
maintenance operations are now handled through contracted labor rather
than Corps payroll.

Historical issues/themes

Four broad areas of historical inquiry arise from this sketch of
the Headwaters dam facilities. The first is U.S. government - supported
development of "internal improvements" for navigation and commercial
purposes. Corps projects have occupied a central role in this
intersection of national policy and local business interests throughout
the 19th and 20th centuries. Transportation and logging companies
operating in north central Minnesota and the milling - manufacturing
district of Minneapolis, specifically, have benefited from Mississippi
reservoirs operations at various points in the collective history of
dams.

Second is development of the resort and recreation industry in the
area from approximately 1910 to the present. The Corps of Engineers'
entry into recreational facilities following World War IT tock place in
the context of a 100-year history of wilderness protection nationally,
two generations of commerciul resort resort development and vacation -
home building in northern Minnesota plus public works development of

park facilities in the 1930s.
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The third theme also stretches back to initial construction of the
reservoir system in the 1880s: that is the intersection of native
American history and treaty rights with the activities of other
government bodies. In the case of the Leech lLake Chippewa and the Corps
of Engineers in the Headwaters region, this intersection has involved
flowage rights, timbering, wild rice culture and the preservation and
protection of burial mounds and other cultural concerns.

Fourth, there is the institutional history of Corps of Engineers
operations in the Headwaters project. This involves matters such as:
the Corps presence as a large, national, bureaucratic institution among
a group of dispersed rural communities; the Headwaters reservoirs as
duty stations; policy formulation and implementation regarding operation
of the dams; civilian and military status within the Corps of Engineers.

Previous oral history in the Headwaters

The Series II Headwaters interview project is a sequel to pilot
oral histories commissioned by the Corps of Engineers in 1986-87. This
work was accomplished under the terms of DACW37-86-M-1722, HISTORY
AFIELD contractors.

The focus of the pilot interviews was the development of
recreational facilities at the Headwaters dams, with special attention
to the role of damtenders.

Four retired damtenders were interviewed in the pilot project:

Edmund Fitzpatrick

Retired 1973 a3 area manager Headwaters region; formerly

damtender at Cross and Gull Lake

Orin (0Ole) Henderson
Retired 1975; damtender at lLeech lake 1959-19753

Ru -=11 (Tke) Kolb
kecired 1970; damtender at Sandy Lake 1947-1970

-7 -

e b pn
SRNSOPNOR SLAAUT

“ata

L IR AR

-
P4

L
L

Jo

: »
vt

1

B B
@ 1t
.'..1 LU AT Y

v e

« a8
T

Nt el .

« -
PR A

T I

"
[ oy

"y % R
4
{kft\

(@ 2EVY

C@ ::;-.;-;-p 5

. v
Con
< .

i3
v

C .
[

b _‘l '7. " %t .'x"'- e

Ls

'
":,\{& e ‘rl

Ay tp A N WY 2w
® Yy
NN

AGAR ‘.r_:.-_:.-_:.-

SIS P



IR BT ST ST ey Bl Bl - a 8'a &'A AR ta L ol b . TN
o S AN gL N gt oV SR ATt e Tt fiato et b Bat bttty ok i 420 4 ¥ 4280 0" sy A S gl el o0 5.0 O Ak g w o V]

DI,
.:.::e

]
.
Edward Sunde Aoy
Retired 1985; parks manager at Leech Lake 1975-1985, formerly Q&N.
maintenance and assistant at Cross/Gull Lake. A

n"‘}'"

Leroy Campbell, on staff at lLeech Lake in maintenance (1962- ), A'.

R
Betty (Mrs. Russell) Kolb and Agnes (Mrs. Orin) Henderson were -:}::
i)
interviewed in the pilot series as well. Q§EJ$
o

Full transcripts and analysis of the pilot interviews are to be _e

T
found in PHASE IT FINAL REPORT MISSISSIPPI HEADWATERS RESERVOIRS ORAL ?ﬁiij
S

HISTORY INTERVIEWS PILOT PROJECT DACW-37-86-M-1722 and the accompanying N
analysis. r.%_
[ !
To summarize briefly, the pilot interviews supplied k;k:ﬁ

N

+..human dimensions of change in work and living conditions as the 2:‘.
new facilities were built and a larger public entered the N
Headwaters region. K
Taken along with the written sources, the picture [that] emerges ;:i}
from the Headwaters pilot interviews is one of substantial change ﬁ:ﬁ\’
over a 30-year period. Damtenders who began their tenure reading jxﬂ.

gages and solving mechanical problems in fairly isolated rural -

ol
settings following World War II ended their careers in the 1970s ®

as park managers in people—centered recreation facilities. :iiq:'
(Blatti, 1987, p. 3) :..;;:v‘
]
The individual interviews uncovered a range of attitudes and Sx:f
oA
perspectives concerning these developments. \,.,
s
> n&‘
RO
Series II Research Design Q?:g
The Series II oral histories are based closely upon the data _ e
ey
collected and recommendations outlined in the Headwaters pilot project :Eji:
Ly |
report. The general purposes of the additional interviews were: ::ﬁ%:
P }
1) to complete (or more nearly complete) the recording of retired ®
damtenders' recollections AN
e
2) to supplement damtender interviews with those of Corps ﬁbﬁtf
employees (past or present) with differing z"$:;
regponsibilities/perspectives on the Headwaters facilities. e
Possible informants in this area ranged from retired and active d
duty supervisory personnel to park rangers. ;:; bt
BN
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o
3) to venture outside the Corps of Engineers staff for community .
perspectives/impressions of Headwaters operations. Members of h
the resort community and the Leech Lake band (Chippewa) were 3:
*

\

-
-~ -

stipulated as possible narrators.

These persons were identified as potential interview candidates: ,-‘5
Henry L. Sharp, retired damtender Pokegama aJ?%

Irvin Seeley, retiring damtender Winnibigoshish E\'hi

J. Wesley Walters, retired, Operations, St. Paul District Office \.!*

Owen Emsweiler, retired, St. Paul District Office g;:;

Jim von Lorenz, retired, Construction, St. Paul District Office ﬁgﬁ‘

Jim Ruyak, area manager, Headwaters 1979~ TGPE-
Dennis Cin, Operations, St. Paul District Office Eié%
Walter Hermerding, project manager, Gull Lake 197 - i%;.
Harold and Warren Bridge, concession operations, Leech Lake Dam, \;ga

1930s - 1980s ;i?:;

Hartley White, tribal chair Leech Lake band i;ééi
Additional narrators from the Indian and/or resort community Ib:sh

to be determined. f{ﬁg:

The Series II scope of work called for a total of 6 interviews %g;é‘

with Corps of Engineers personnel (past or present) and two non-Corps Egz
individuals familiar with the Headwaters project. Final selection of ‘;5;3'
interview narrators was made in consultation with Environmental ggg;:
Resources staff at the St. Paul District office. ?ES;
As was to be expected, there were constraints upon our choices. ;?:E.

Mr. Sharp, travelling in the Southwest United States, proved unavailable 5;%;;
during the research period; Mr, Emsweiler is believed to be deceased. :E;ET
There were new opportunities as well. Mr. Anderson was located through i:?k
Series II narrators early in the fieldwork. Mr. Lego was suggested by %Egs
Leech Lake tribal officials when Mr. White's business travel prevented §:g§§
participation. : .
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Eight interviews, totalling 1l hours, 5 minutes, were collected in

the course of the project. As noted earlier, Series II narrators were:

Carl Anderson, retired damtender

Warren Bridge, retired concession operator, Federal Dam

Merton Lego, Federal Dam businessman

Jim Ruyak, area manager Headwaters

Irv Seelye, retiring damtender

Lee Staley, concession operator, Federal Dam

James von Lorenz, retired, construction, St. Paul District o.fice

Wesley Walters, retired civilian engineer, St. Paul District.
(Note: a budget addendum permitted inclusion of the Anderson interview;
it seemed unwise to defer documentation of a highly recommended 92-year
old informant.)

Fieldwork was conducted during December 1987 and February 1988.
Wesley Walters, James von Lorenz and Carl Anderson were interviewed in
their homes in the metropolitan Twin Cities area. Warren Bridge, Merton
Lego, Jim Ruyak, Irv Seelye and Lee Staley were interviewed in the
Headwaters, December 12-16, 1987, The basic interview schedule
developed for the Headwaters pilot project was adapted as necessary for
Series II interviews. That interview schedule [appended] includes
sections of inquiry concerning general biographical information, Corps
(Headwaters) entry, experience as a damtender (engineer/construction
foreman/area manager/ concessionaire/community member), water resources
and recreation, development of recreation facilities, and native
American relations., Though no new questions were developed, special
care was taken to follow up on post World War II changes in the dam site

complexes; this was done in support of National Register work
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As was noted in the

t in 1987-88.

ic

ioned by the St. Paul Distr

commlss

pilot report, an interview schedule should be thought of as outline or

map for exploration in oral history interviews, not a checklist.
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Summary Series II Interview Findings

The following precis summarize major points and cross references
among the interviews conducted for the Series II project. Generally
speaking, these interviews provide information about the following
matters:

—— pre-World War II damtenders responsibilities and conditions of
employment

~— physical characteristics of the dams, dwellings and
outbuildings at the government complexes 1930s - 1980s

~—~ development and operation of resort and concession facilities
1930s - 1980s

-- water levels issues, particularly in relation to wild rice
culture and vacation cabins/homes

— the addition of public recreation responsibilities to the Corps
long-standing role in water resources management

—- relations between Headwaters-based and St. Paul-based Corps
personnel.

Much of the material gathered in Series II interviews concerns Leech,
Winnibigoshish and Pokegama Dam facilities, specifically, though
systemwide comparisons and references occur, as well. Readers are
referred to the appended transcripts and indexes for fullest

consideration of the data.

The Corps
I. Carl Anderson

After the war [World War I]...I had several types of work, among
which was editor of the Braham Journal, teaching school in Wyoming
and being out of work in Minneapolis, It was toward the later
part of the...'20s that I...thought perhaps the best thing I could
do was to go back into government service of some kind...

(CA p. 1)

Due in part to his status as a veteran of World War I, Mr.

Anderson got a job with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, working as an
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inspector on lock and dam no. 1 in Minneapolis. Continued work on the 9-

'-"n'.. 'l- A
A "k A
- »ox N

foot channel led to a damtending position at the Head -aters Reservoirs,

"ty

first at Gull Lake and then at Pokegama through the 1.50s (CA pp. 1-3).

o
Mr. Anderson is the first of several informants in the Series II SEEE
interviews to note the importance of government employment in the hard S%;g
times of the late 1920s and 1930s (CA pp. 11-12); Wesley Walters and }%;j
James von Lorenz make the same general point in discussing their careers géEé:
with the Corps of Engineers. ﬁ%ﬁ?
Carl Anderson's account of Gull Lake and Pokegama damtending is {ﬁfa
significant on several accounts. At 92 the most senior of all the _E;fﬁ
Headwaters narrators, Anderson is the only damtender to have actually iiEE:
participated in the service to visiting officers discussed in all the ‘:E‘
pilot interviews. In fact, Anderson locates change irn nolicy concerning Eizé
officers' vacation visits to Mrs. Anderson's refusal to do personal EE?:E
laundry for a major and his wife in the late 1930s (CA p. 3). Anderson fﬁ;N‘
also provides clear and detailed descriptions of various repair projects ;EE:;
at Pokegama in the 1930s and 1940s, including his actions in the Blandin EEE;E
papermill dam break (CA pp. 8-9, 19-20, 21-23). He describes his Sk;”;
responsibility for Leech Lake dam during World War II, low water levels Eég?&
RN

during the 1930s, work with Ball Club Indians on wild rice culture below

<

= I';‘n'
Uiy

55::
-0

1]
'y

Federal Dam in the 1940s (CA pp. 14-15, 6, 25-28).

%y '.:_‘:il ®

(A l.' L4

Mr. Anderson's comments on several matters resonate with the

St
AN

observations of other narrators. He and Warren Bridge describe the same

¥
"'.'.'

o v e,y
e _*
L L) »
H]

° ',';.

floating bog incident circa WWII from their individual perspectives (CA

pp. 14-15), (Note: Ole Henderson and Leroy Campbell describe that ;:j;
.-’.'-"’. {
., e
general bog condition in some detail in the pilot series.) Anderson's .;:;t‘
v N\ :
RV X
comments about Corps work with water levels for wild rice culture and °
PR
fish spawning in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s (CA pp. 25-28, 42-44) ;Q;:“
r;.::
"'\:,,\
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parallel Jim Ruyak's discussion of the same issues in the 1970s and

1980s, suggesting the persistence of these concerns, if not any tidy
resolution. Finally, Mr. Anderson's comparison of salary and
"subsistence" arrangements at Gull Lake and Pokegama provides a useful
picture of part-time and fulltime damtending, respectively (CA pp. 3, 9-

10).

ITI. Wesley Walters

They [resort and cabin owners] were always cuiplaining about low

water or high water and so on.
(WW p. 14)

As chief of operations for the Headwaters Reservoirs from 1932
through the 1950s, Mr. Walters spent much of his time in the area on
inspecticn trips and in public hearings. His interview contains
numerous anecdotes about water management hearings in Deer River, Grand
Rapids - remembered dialogue, personalities and problems (WW pp. 14-16,
18-19, 21-22, 27-28).

Walters also describes circa 1930s policy changes concerning the
use of reservoir facilities for domestic subsistence by damtending
families and the cessation of officer recreation at the dams prior to
WWII (WW pp. 33-35); these accounts dovetail very closely with Carl
Anderson's comments on the same general matters. As regards officer
vacations, both men describe the same personal laundry brouhaha at Gull
Lake.

Mr. Walters also outlines 1930s and 1940s policies concerning
Leech Lake concessions very clearly. Taken together, Walters, Warren
Bridge and Merton Lego offer detailed information on the fish guide

facilities at Federal Dam in the 1930s and 1940s (WW pp. 8-9, 11).

- 14 -

* RV I PR o .« o - A m M N Rt AT AR E gy . -
T Y Y S VT v i A AN A AT
A L) L £ " » L) &

.............
oy, .

w"x,‘-{;._.‘,-

P

L% 2}

E

»

x

‘.I

2

B
: ]
ry vt

T4
£y

N T T Ty
R I |

7
=

.'d

ats
AR
! ..‘ “ "

25 @

s

\"<{ s

oY
Lo e X

X

q.

<
(3

7
u;

>
b

i

“t'

2

“y

> w
0

-

-

’l

At

AR

el

YhG S

P AW o g )
oy i

o

P
5%

K hl o2
)

s

\I\ ~»

x
e

LER

ST

S L
V@

) 2N
4. L ERL

! [
v 3 . » t 23 4
PN

N At
2

»

-"":

Ay
Pt

’
lx

Y

[

<y

-

v,

TS

rg’

L5

&L

L
s

2y

v <

”

o
=

“
g e

S

r.-l_

i

O

Y

S

LY

4



Walters and Anderson before him discuss a view of the Headwaters
reserveirs as "easy duty" or sportsmen’s paradise. Walters notes that
he felt it inappropriate to fish or even buy a fishing license due to
St. Paul office preconceptions (WW p. 21); Anderson makes a point of
noting that he never had time for fishing except to row officers as
required (CA p. 41).

Walters describes an early discussion of recreation policy options
within the Corps. Though he could not specify a date, this appears to
have been a late 1940s concern. Walters argued that local interests
should develop recreational facilities, not Corps of Engineer personnel
(WW p. 7). Cf. Jim von lorenz' stand on the opposite side of this
issue (JvL p. 14).

Finally, Walter recollects his policies and hiring procedures for
the damtending positions, the maintenance of dwellings and other dam

site facilities plus the no-liquor policy at the reservoirs (WW pp. 31-

33, 36-37).

III. James von Lorenz
«..I just kind of moved around...but I liked it. The people that
I was working with and the supervisory were good people,
reasonable, and so there was no reason not to like it, really,
(JvL p. 4).
James von Lorenz uses those words to describe his early years working on
the 9-foot channel for the Corps. However, that equable approach seems
characteristic of his entire account.
Like Anderson and Walters, von Lorenz begins his recollections
with a description of hard times in the late 1920s; his entry into Corps

of Engineers work came via field surveys and engineering work for the

Minnesota Highway Department and the Forestry Service (JvL p. 1-3),
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Mr. von Lorenz worked in construction and field operations

el 38
> R4

throughout his years with the Corps, 1930s - 1972, As regards

s
X

recreational facilities in the Headwaters, he remembers his own
assignment to do a preliminary survey (JvL p. 5-6) of the campgrounds
possibilities at Corps damsites and early construction at the damsites
(JvL pp. 7-8). Mr. von lorenz also recollects the Indian mounds at Gull
Lake (discussed by Ed Fitzpatrick in the pilot interviews), the effect
of that discovery on recreational facilities construction (JvL pp. 8-9).
Mr. von Lorenz speaks of the 1961 Minnesota Legislature hearings
concerning local control of the Headwaters (JvL p. 14-15). However, he
also seems to conflate the 1961 events - essentially a question
concerning state or federal control of the water levels - with the
internal Corps debate Wes Walters mentioned concerning private/public
development of recreation facilities. von Lorenz and Walters were on
opposite sides of this issue; von Lorenz opposed local development on
Corps land citing the design, quality control and financial resources

available in-house at the St. Paul District Office (JvL p. 14). See

2219

also WW pp. 25-26 on the 1961 hearings. :5?!

Mr. von Lorenz does not remember dates well; as a consequence, éiés

there is little internal chronology in the interview beyond the general iti?

structure of his career with the Corps. Note: Thcugh not germane to if;ﬁ
&

the Headwaters, Mr. von Lorenz' description of the Ford dam and circa E;EE

i

1930s repairs is notably clear and detailed (JvL p. 5).

‘AL

IV. Jim Ruyak

To come up here, it's a quality of life decision.
(JR p. 3)
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Headwaters area manager Jim Ruyak characterizes both his 1972 decision ;E?’
to transfer to St. Paul from the Pittsburgh District and his 1979 EE;'
P decision to move up to the Headwaters at a reduction in pay and ?;{'
responsibility as "balanced," "quality of life" decisions for himself E;;:
and his family (JR p. 1-5). %S:;
L Ruyak describes his major initiatives at the Remer area office as jE.
more efficient operation and more accurate visitor numbers (p. 5-6). ;E%
Ruyak also discusses the new 20-year leases and other recent policy ka::
b changes related the fish guide concessions at Leech Lake in the light of b:>
Corps and its relation to the local economy (JR p. 7-10). S}E
Mr. Ruyak's discussion of water levels in relation to wild rice :F ﬂ
culture and fish spawning (JR p. 10-11, 12-13) have already been noted ~;%
in comparison with Carl Anderson's; it appears that these matters have ESE'
been of perennial concern in the Headwaters for 30-40 years. There is izié
little difference in the situations described or language used by both -:§:
b
Ruyak takes pride in close working relationships with area native g; 4
Americans and other state/federal bodies in the Headwaters area. He t;i‘
sees the shared responsibility for environmental quality and public égs
access as important common ground among these groups (JR p. 14-18). ;EE'
Finally, Mr. Ruyak describes cooperative work to safeguard archaelogical j&n
sites in the Headwaters, the Corps role in developing policy to ;E;E
recognize and protect such sites (JR p. 18-20). §S;§
e
DAY
V. Irv Seelye :;:’
Most of your day goes right into recreation...dealing with campers S:E'
and that kind of stuff...It's really different...[T]he Corps used e
to do pretty near all their own work, you know what I mean. If e
they was going to build a new boat ramp or remodel a damtender's :;Si
- 17 - N
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house or build a warehouse, it was all done in-house...But T
now,...[there's] very little in-house. Don't have any laborers. T:{ﬂ
Pretty near everything goes on contract now. ::s'

(IS pp. 8-9) ?a‘%

. 4
te
.'t

Irv Seelye's perspectives on dam-tending and recreational

0N

development at the Corps facilities in the Headwaters seem to fall %é&
between those of two contemporaries interviewed in the pilot series - Ed g&A
Sunde and Ole Henderson. As with Sunde, there seems to be a pride in ﬁ: 4
A

new skills and responsibilities, as with Henderson, a nostalgia for the ;}E:
older ways and demonstrable products of daily work (IS p. 17). Eégt
Like Ole Henderson, Leroy Campbell and Mert Lego, Seelye is a u:;'
native of the Bena-Federal Dam area, and his interview "frame" is gﬁ;
lifelong knowledge of the area and people. His description and éééi
comparisons concerning damtending over time (IS pp. 7-8), recreational %z}
development (IS p. 12), the Remer office (IS p. 19) and the railroad (IS Sg%~
pp. 22-23) jibe neatly with those of other informants. As did Agnes SﬁK:
Henderson in the pilot interviews, Seelye speaks of the government ‘.'
dwellings in a way that makes their value and amenities to young couples iii
with kids in the 1940s and 1950s palpable (IS p. 2-4, 23-26). §;E=
Mr. Seelye also describes or develops several topics not 1:;.
considered in any depth by other informants. These include the Forest f;és
Service campgrounds and private resorts surrounding Winni (IS pp. 12, 1l4- EEEE.
15), long distance damtending/gage-reading responsibilities at Red Lake 33?'
and at Knutson dam (IS pp. 10-11, 15~16). He remembers recreational t?g;
surveys undertaken for Jim von Lorenz (IS p. 20-21). Also, Seelye talks gﬁk‘

with greater depth than any of the other damtenders about a mentor fgg
relationship, in his case with Henry Dart at Leech lake (IS p. 18). His EEE
account resonates with less detailed recollections of Ed Fitzpatrick, ;ﬁél
Carl Anderson and Wesley Walters whose remarks also suggest an informal \i\%
NGNS
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"grooming" or scouting network. Finally, Seelye, who is 1/4 Chippewa, fo il

-
speaks some of his family's history in the area (IS pp. 1, 22, 24-25, ﬁiﬁ
-2
] 28); he also notes a iack of discrimination in his career with the Corps -
Ry
(IS p. 30). ;:d:
N
ol
f
L The Concessionaires S

I. Warren Bridge ,ﬁj;-
o
I was originally from the central part of Iowa. My father was a ig‘
great hand to go fishing on Sunday, and I was brought up that way. ",
(WB p. 1) ®
- '-v\'h

The Bridges, father and son, turned their hobby into a business in the

.'
P
)

4

7
L3
R
g

I.'l. » " ,
o %
Py

mid-1930s. After several summers of scouting for a resort in the

L]
t
«

Headwaters area, Warren Bridge's father Harold bought a launch service ‘@

in Federal Dam from the Clark family. Qi j
N
Much in Warren Bridge's recollections jibes with that of other E::
'_\‘:-\.‘
informants. For instance, he describes learning the fish guide business

. .'-,‘_';:"

at age eighteen from the Neuer brothers who worked for Clark and then

Harold Bridge. (WB p. 3). The Neuers are mentioned by Ole Henderson and

Mert Lego, as well; apparently the men were fixtures upon the scene,

outdoorsmen who moved between the water and woods of Leech Lake D

reservoir as opportunities permitted. Bridge adds to the description of ::'f

the town of Federal Dam campground initiated by Leroy Campbell and Ole ®

Henderson in the pilot series; apparently, it was a "tetotal" or anti- -

liquor facility (WB pp. 6-7). Bridge's memories of his own family's L

automobile trips into the Headwaters in the 1930s give a sense of road ®
&.f"{‘
N
conditions, and geographic range, shared by other vacationers at the »ﬁ?,

time (WB pp. 1-2, 8). His description of the town of Federal Dam and

the railroad fishing excursions of the 1930s (WB p. 16) resonate with
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Mert Lego's memories of his father's [Russell Lego, Sr.] businesses in To

>
town, hunting guests and the like. phaed

.

In terms of Corps of Engineers matters, Bridge describes the

i

__
‘C&J’x

relocation of the concession offices at Leech Lake following WWII (WB

pp. 8~9), an incident that Wesley Walters remembers as well. There is

e
4@
L S ok

&
>

no fundamental disagreement in the two men's accounts of the

o

%

particulars, through their perspectives and interests are different.

LY
‘o
o
Bridge also mentions the same floating bog that figures in the Carl e
®
Anderson interview; Bridge contributes a wonderful description of the g
A
r"'-n_ \
concessionaires "sedge-herding" with their launch boats to corral the kg:'
A
bog up against the dam where it could then be pushed through (WB pp. 9- N
®
11). o
P
As regards the fish guide concessions, Bridge gives an informative ;:’6
:‘h,."
outline of his own business (WB pp. 3-6) that includes recognition of 'ﬁ“f
@
changirg vacation patterns (WB pp. 4, 12-13), He describes his sources ijs
R )
o™
and strategies in recruiting employees (WB pp. 11-12), a gradual {;_
NN
e
decrease in Leech lake fishing, though not the fis' guide business, from e
the 1950s on (WB p. 12). He also expresses concern regarding stocking 3{“
N
of muskelunge on Leech, a fish he describes as destructive (WB p. 14), :Et
and winter fishing (WB p. 15). .
o
II. Lee Staley )
...around 6:00 o'clock, we have people showing up wanting bait, o
gas. And our regular customers start showing up after 7:00...And 9,
it's quite a long day when you go out fishing, come back in around :{31
1 o'clock, eat a hurried lunch and get the boat ready to go back :3:3
out and come in about 7. And we are usually open until about 10- A
10:30 at night, because a lot of people want to stop by to pick up NNy
bait or tackle. R
(LS p. 17) _.\
'-::"':.
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As this description of a typical summer day during the season suggests,
Lee Staley's interview is specific and descriptive. He gives a very
clear picture of daily routines and practices within a contemporary boat
launch concession at Federal Dam - including his own business services
(LS pp. 2-3, 12-13, 17-18), prices and reservation systems for walleye
and muskie fishing (LS p. 4), methods of fishing (LS pp. 5, 9) and the
element of competition among the Federal Dam concessions (LS pp. 9-10).
Taken together, the Staley-Wescott launch service (1973-74 to the
present) and the Bridge family operation (1936-1986) give a long term
view of conditions and concerns in the fish guide business on Leech Lake
over the past 50 years.

As regards Corps/concessions matters, Staley addresses the same
general issues that area manager Jim Ruyak speaks of - a relative
decline in business, reduction of the leases from 5 to three in number,
lengthening of the remaining leases to 20 years (LS pp. 6, 10-12, 15-
16). Unlike the Bridges (husband & wife) and Mert lego, Staley is not
critical of the Corps recreational facilities as competitive with
private business in the area (LS p. 19). Staley suggests the
desirability of turning the vacant damtender dwelling at Leech into an
historical facility of some kind, citing the need for rainy day and fair
weather visitor alternatives (LS p. 21). Note: Unlike Warren Bridge,
Mr, Staley does not ascribe any particular benefit to the Corps leases,
as distinct from private property (LS p. 24).

When asked about native American presence and acquaintance in the
area, Staley noted that his familv had gotten to know many Leech Lake
Indian people socially when newcomers to Federal Dam. He noted the
importance of Indian custom to his business and the cooperative
activities of Indian and white business operators through the lLeech Lake

Alliance (LS p. 22-24).
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Community Perspectives

I. Merton Lego

...we're kind of free-e-e people around here, you know...free to

come and go. And then you see these, 'can't park here'...'can't

stop the boat here' and do this and do that. You'd probably
wouldn't be doin' it that way, anyway. But you don't have to have

a dozen signs tellin' you, you know.

(ML p. 38)
Mert Lego is something of a critic of the Corps of Engineers operations
in the Headwaters. Though he describes the Corps campground at Federal
Dam as "beautiful”, "I've never seen better" he also says it shouldn't
have been built along the river, as distinct from the lake. As it
happens, he's got a farm for sale that would've been perfect (ML pp. 38-
39). He's also critical of dredging and water levels policy as those
have affected wildlife habitat and, to a certain extent, wild rice
culture (ML pp. 22-23, 38).

More than anything though, Lego's criticisms seem to be based on a
sense of encroaching federal presence during his lifetime; this includes
the Forest Service and other agencies as well as the Corps (ibid). The
contrast is with memories of his youth in Federal Dam. He describes the
dam area as a town playground for children and a meeting area for
people, generally (ML pp. 3-4). The Lego family rented the damtender
dwelling at Leech Lake during WWII (ML pp. 9-14), and his affectionate
descriptions of a boy's paradise - stockraising, hunting off the lake
and the like - suggest deep, in a sense proprietary, attachments to the
government compound, the sort of attachments that give one the right to
criticize freely.

Mr. Lego is also one-quarter Chippewa on his father's side. 1In

addition to his private business interests, he coordinates the Cass Lake

tribal council's wild rice and logging operations. Some of his
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questions concerning Corps and federal policy generally arise from

native American history and treaty rights.

The Lego interview contains a detailed overview of wild rice
culture in the Leech Lake area and beyond (ML pp. 24-30). He identifies
damtenders (ML pp. 5-7) and also owners of the boat liveries at Federal
Dam over time. Mr. Lego describes the services and the guides as he
remembers them (ML pp. 17-22). His description of family history plus
his father's business interests and real estate concerns give an
illuminating view of community and opportunities among native Americans
and whites in the area (ML 1-3, 25, 32-36).

The Lego interview "works off" almost every other collected in the
Series II group. Taken together, the Ruyak and Lego interviews provide

perspective on contemporary public land management issues in the

\' 't
Headwaters. In combination with the Bridge, Walters and Staley views of :-
X
Leech Lake concessions and recreation, Lego provides a fourth D
gy
-,
perspective. Carl Anderson as damtender and Mert Lego as a youthful :;
community resident are describing Leech Lake in the same decade. i:
%4
Finally, the Lego interview and the Seelye interview offer complementary 4
«:: -
views of families that participate in both native American and "white" e
-
or dominant culture institutions in the Headwaters area. :}:
3
»
I
L
&
i
u‘ ¢
o
A
-
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Notes on the pilot and series II interviews

Many specific points of comparison among the pilot and series II
interviews appear in the text of the preceding summary section. Readers
are encouraged to consult passages within the transcripts as those have
been noted for fullest amplification. The following comments will
address questions of internal consistency, narrative voice and
comparison to written documentation.

As the interview summaries demonstrate, there is a great deal of
internal consistency within the Series II oral histories and the earlier
pilot project data. Few differences of fact or recollection surface,
though significant differences of interpretation regarding damtending
vs. recreational development, pultlic vs. private development of
campgrounds, native American vs. Corps interests are articulated within
the combined interview series. Documentation of this sort of range of
opinion and interpretation is generally considered a primary value in
recording oral testimony.

As was noted in the pilot project report, the Headwaters narrators
speak from notably different styles and contexts. In Series II, Mert
Lego is a disarmingly genial critic whose authority is based on
"insider" perspectives as a native of Federal Dam and a quarterblood
Chippewa. Jim Ruyak, a career civilian engineer with Corps, speaks with
notable frankness about a family situation that led him to seek the
Headwaters position at the same time that he gives an "official" view of
his work in the area. Wesley Walters, a career civilian of another
generation, recollects much as a bureaucrat with issue positions and
budget responsibilities to defend. From von Lorenz, one gets the sense
that the outdoors, physical aspects of field engineering were the heart

and soul of it for him; this perspective is reminiscent of pilot project
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narrator Ole Henderson's "a damtenders' damtender" perspective in some ~; >3
Wy
o
respects. Irv Seelye comes across as someone who is both somewhat $ﬁ$:-
B (;3'\-

reserved and also thoughtfully observant. Lee Staley, through his S
iy '\-:;v

cautious self-presentation, and Warren Bridge, through his expansive yﬁ;
e
sociability, remind us that fish guides must be able to get on well with ?”%,
RGN,

a wide range of people and demonstrate two different approaches to that ‘J;

task.
When considering the fit between the Headwaters testimony and

available written documentation concerning Corps facilities and

operations in the area (primarily found in Annual Reports and special ;;Ef
NN

studies). two aspects are especially worthy of note. First, the overall é;gzi
fit between narrators’' recollections and other documentation is very ih?@‘
close indeed. Significant events such as the Sandy high water in 1950 ﬁ;;;
and the Leech dam break in 1957, specific repairs to dwellings and dams, \tg
on-going changes such as building the campgrounds, new maintenance - ’r ‘
buildings, etc. appear in close chronology in both sets of sources. ;Eﬁﬂ
There are some inconsistencies. For instance, Carl Anderson §%¥ﬂ
remembers the Blandin papermill break as 1948 instead of 1949. However, :%;;:
that's not a "wrong" answer so much as it is remembering an event half a EEEE'
lifetime ago a little off the mark. isét‘
Secondly, in looking at Annual Reports entries concerning the :t;t
Headwaters compounds, one is struck by how much detail the narrators i%i%:
supply to fairly terse entries. See, for instance, Irv Seelye's &EE;.
description of the newly electrified sluice gates at Winnibigoshish (IS ;;;::
p. 7-8) in comparison with Carl Anderson's description of manual sluice ﬁsgzi
:\;.‘:\.

«
"
=

gate operation and the electrification of gages at Pokegama (CA pp. 12,

PR
2.,

17-18, 23-25). The fact of such changes is covered under sentences such

&

s
.

%

»
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as "modernization of leech Lake Dam begun" in the Annual Reports (Annual

Report, 1969, p. 818). And some events of interest, such as removal of
the officers quarters from the dam compounds, do not appear in the

Annual Reports at all; in these instances, narrators' recollections and

documents now archived outside the St. Paul District offices appear to
be the only available sources. Finally, the Headwaters interviews
locate the reservoirs in relation to the surrounding communities and to
local views. The narrators discuss regional history, daily life
activities, and importantly, points of temsion, and ccnflict and

cooperation concerning the operation of the dams.
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Recommendations and Conclusion

Taken altogether, the interviews conducted in the pilot project
and series II provide a multifaceted narrative history of Corps
operations in Headwaters from the 1930s to the 1980s. Major changes
such as the end of officers' vacation visits, dam breaks, daily work
routines, development of recreation facilities, wild rice and
environmental issues and some community history, particularly in the
Federal Dam area, are discussed in corroborative detail. The majority
of known retired damtenders have been interviewed.

Given the general strength of the Headwaters sample and range, no
further specialized interviewing is indicated at this time. There are
"holes" in the series. For instance, there is no extended consideration
of Gull Lake, the largest and most heavily used recreation complex
operated by the the Corps in the Headwaters. This would be an important
addition on its own terms and in supplement to Edward Fitzpatrick's and
Ed Sunde's accounts concerning initial development of the area. Walt
Hermerding, the present project manager is retiring soon; his
perspectives could be documented easily as part of an "exit" interview
program with retiring staff members.

The Headwaters interviews, generally, suggest the importance of
selective oral history interview upon the occasion of retirement. Both
Wesley Walters and James von Lorenz explicitly commented upon their
fading memories for names and specific dates in the course of recording
the Headwaters interviews, noting the decades since they'd left the
positions and responsibilities under consideration in the project. This
has to do with individual memory to a certain extent, and, as it
h::ppens, both men contributed significantly to the series. However,

when one compares the stretch required after years of absence with the
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fluid and highly detailed narrative of an Irv Seelye, just on the point
of retirement, the advisability of an on-going program is well worth
consideration.

Finally, there is the matter of narrator review of oral history
transcripts. This is an occasionally delicate matter in oral history
projects; we recommend that the St. Paul District devise an explicit
policy concerning narrator review before undertaking any further oral
history. This should be done in consultation with experienced
archivists at the Minnesota Historical Society, the University of
Minnesota and perhaps corporate or institutional oral nistorians whose
concerns would be similar to those of Environmental Resources staff at
the St. Paul District Office, as well as HISTORY AFIELD staff.

The interviews collected to date have not been submitted to
narrators for review. This is because of the possibility for
awkwardness or embarrassment in response to literal transcription. The
underlying issue is one of self-presentation——how to accomodate cultural
background and grammatical conventions among a diverse group of
informants. Some Headwaters narrators have graduate and college
training, others have little schooling and learned their skills on the
job.

The range of styles and voices documented in the Headwaters oral
histories constitutes a form of evidence concerning Corps employees in
itself, but it also demands thoughtful handling. HISTORY AFIELD
investigators have edited the Corps transcripts with literal fidelity to
the tape recordings collected, believing that no alteration of the
record should occur prior to consideration of the overall range of
narrator styles likely to be encountered in a Corps project and

formulation of an editing policy. Now that the material is in hand,
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consideration of the issues raised is indicated. On the most pragmatic Eﬁi!
level, grammatical errors, false starts and other standard vagaries of ;g:
spoken communication abound in the transcripts, and we know that ;ji;'
narrators are sometimes chagrined to see such language on the page ~ f%;\f
entirely, non-judgmentally human though it is. This sometimes inhibits Eg;i
transfer of archival rights. On a more theoretical level, the narrator 6

is, in a sense, the co~producer and co~owner of any oral history tape,
pending transfer into a repository. There is an issue of accountability
here. For these reasons we do recommend a consultation on the right to
review, the matter of informant comfort (via editing or prefactory

remarks) and the historical commitment to accuracy; it is both prudent

and responsible.
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Pokegama garage & chicken coop.

Corps of Engineers.
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Figure 12
Chippewa National Forest. 1973.
Cf. for landmarks described by

Headwaters narrators. MHS.
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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, ST. PAUL DISTRICT :3?;;
<ol
ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW FORM L
2
S
' Narrator Name: Carl A. Anderson ) :_,
'l".f
Address: 825 Summit Ave. #908, Mpls, MN 3:{*
n‘!.
Date of Interview: __ 2-26-88 RO
Place of Interview: Anderson Apt. E?T;“
lame of Tnterviewer: _Jo Blatti L]
‘,\' ¥ 4
Project Title (if any): Headwaters Series II Q;ﬂ;‘
Ry
Narrator Biographical Information: A
"‘b
Full name (including maiden name): Carl Arthur Anderson tf&’
Year of Birth:__ April 28, 1896, Kensington, MN :ﬁ
Spouse's full name: Cora Otterness Anderson Nt
)
Subjects Discussed: ;ﬁ'
0
Mr. Anderson discusses work with Corps of Engineers, 1931-1958. QX?ﬁ\
Subjects discussed include WWI service, work as inspector at Twin Cities and ﬂ;ﬂf‘
Alma locks in early 1930s; transfer to Headwaters ca 1933-34; damtending at S
Gull Lake ca 1933-34-1937, at Pokegama 1937-1958. Describes wife's refusal to BN
do personal laundry for officers' family at Gull circa 1935; his own inquiry Y
into 24-hour "on-call" status in early 1950s. Other matters discussed include AN
responsibility for Leech Lake dam in WWII, various repairs at Leech & Pokegama, —;. g
work with Ball Club Indians on wild rice water levels at Goose Lake ca WWII; ;::f‘
effect of water levels on Northern & walleye spawning; Izaak Walton League Q¢
activities; National Youth Administration supervision of teenagers at Gull in hjb’
1930s; differences between use of grounds for family subsistence at Gull & ﬁ ~
Pokegama; floating bog at Leech in WWIIL; fellow damtender Henry Dart; 1948 Chie
washout Blandin Corp paper mill dam at Grand Rapids; detailed description %EL
preparation and operation stop log sluices; post-retirement volunteer work on AN
water levels issues. I,
."\J‘\
-"_‘-"
TAPE RECORDING: PO,
BN,
No. of Cassettes: 2 No. of Reels & Speed: °
R S
Length of Interview: 2 hours, 5 minutes :{T;J
Release form signed (date): 2-26-88 :;??'
RSN
Restrictions (if any): -0- Q}%Q
Comments: Good quality audio; clock ticking and chiming in background. e
Recorder pops off momentarily early in interview. gﬁf}
'.'r-_\ A
TRANSCRIPT: :;f:
RS
Date completed: February 1988 No. of Pages: }:;:
Restrictions (if any): -0- e
Comments: Note: Informant has some good photographs of repairs at Pokegama & NN
Leech, copies of Pokegama logbook entries 1894-1958. VY
\f-"
"
NS
-2
NN
.r_:.":‘:.
YN

b 'a W Py
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TAPE INDEX N
ot
oo
Corps/Mississippi Headwaters Interviews, Series II E;;;:
Interview with Carl A. Anderson )
February 26, 1988 o
(2 hours, 5 minutes) S
‘. \
l‘,inl‘_\‘-'
Tape 1, Side 1 ]

Féz

0 mins. Describes WWI service in Navy medical corps, Azores o
Islands, various jobs throughout 1920s. N
e
Decision to re-enter government service via preferred j}:31
status as WWI veteran. _{éﬁ:
NP
Work for Corps, beginning 1931, on Twin Cities locks & o
dams . :"*"‘ ¢
r~f~- !
Fa Y ys.
5 mins. Clerk on Corps dredge Cahaba on Mississippi 9 ft. channel }:;:-
ca 1932, ALy
ot
Descriheg work as inspector at Alma, lock & dam no. 4, in e
9-ft. channel project on the Mississippi. 3::;;
!\¢
w s
Also worked as inspector for construction of channel ‘"3:{
markers in Mississippi. i
i
Fall of 1933 {or 1934] family moved up to Gull Lake dam in

Headwaters.

AN

Pay cut from $2000 as inspector downriver to $1320 as

damtender. e
10 mins. Headwaters Reservoirs as places for officers to relax. .9
Describes incident at Gull Lake ca. 1935 in which his wife RN
refused to do personal laundry for officer and family. N

e

VNN

Marked beginning of strict inspection by officers. RORRAY.
®

15 mins. Notes govt. work programs at Gull lake - special detail :}:; X
concerning Nat'l Youth Administration; 4-~5 local (rural) \%}’
high school dropouts assigned to Gull. NN
N

Describes landscaping, dry well and tempering steel b

projects with N.Y.A. boys. v:!_..,

c’_'\:_'- )

Notes proportion of his time needed to keep the dwelling R
ONGS

Describes putting up ice in January with surrounding resort RN

people. 3 ® 5

.n\"‘.-n :

Describes inspection trips to Corps flowage rights lands in \$:$:

1930s drought period.
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20 mins., Furnished reports to [1930s] low water hearings, but had }ﬁ}
little to do with public meetings. hJ;‘
.’l"l
k Describes situation as live-in damtender, 7 days, 24~hours Y
on call., Doubts that any damtender could live up to the ®
literal terms of that "peculiar order". NN
S
Notes that relief men for vacations good for readings and :::,
flag raisings/lowerings, not actually competent to operate oS
‘ dam. g
2
Identifies Pokegama neighbor who served as relief man for i
him. -:}:
BN
Ind J“
25 mins. Notes criticism of Gull Lake predecessor but reluctant to 'ﬁig
+ discuss details. ot
Both Gull and Pokegama "independent duty," no damtender's :;{f
assistant either site, oy
Sy
Identifies local relief person at Gull Lake dam. }Eﬁ
iy’
o Explains repair problem at Pokegama dam in late 1930s that L4
he was assigned to work on (leakage underneath foundation). Z;Q;
'_‘L"’
v
Tape 1, Side 2 e
NS, 'f
O mins. Continues discussion of Pokegama repairs ca 1937. 4
®
Anderson family movement with Corps - Minneapolis, Nelson ;}?Q
WI, then Headwaters. R
Expected to make part of living at Gull - garden, chickens, lfﬁ?
cattle, milk cow. L
®
-2 <
Pokegama full-time, less supplementary work. %t’l
RN
5 mins. Raise in pay, from $1320. to $1500. at Pokegama. -i:}‘
g
Good barn and chicken coop, sons in 4-H. RAAA
®
Wife a school teacher, re-entered market during WWII labor R
shortages. e
Story of the Andersons' courtship in Braham, MN, early _fﬂf
married years in Chicago, Denver and Gillette, Wyoming. et
| J
N
Lack of compensation for WWI soldiers, cashed in insurance ;;:\
policy 1936 and bought new car. ;;::
f:‘-f:'
10 mins. Government service as "last resort" 1920s veterans, good o
decision to go with Corps despite harsh conditions. T
@
Pokegama in wintertime/stop logs at -30 degrees F. i?‘t
-2 - :;;:
S
® .
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15 mins.

20 mins.

25 mins.
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Regret that district engineers didn't see need for more
recreation - guilt over his own activities with church
choir, city band, etc.

1952-1953 asked permission to pursue matter of damtenders'
on-call status.

Applied to African construction project in expectation that
queries might result in severance.

Actual upshot a 40-hour work week for damtenders and
overtime on baturdays and Sundays.

1958 retirement.

Notes dual responsibility for Pokegama and Leech lake in
WWII, identifies Federal Dam Indian who read Leech gages
for him,

Describes floating bog incident (ca 1942).

Removal of pilings at Leech dam, assistance of recluse
Swede who knew how to handle dynamite.

Dismantling of rock-~filled cribs at Leech in same period,
bar to further bog pile-ups.

Notes rental of Leech dwelling to merchant family.
Henry Dart as an esp. skilled man, a "wizard" at rough or
fine work, "too good to be damtender," never mentioned in

official Corps history.

Dart as supervisor installation automatic gages at Pokegama
ca 1954, 'S5,

Continuous record of gage readings.

Tape 2, Side 1

0 mins.,

5 mins.

10 mins.

TATET a8 AT At T e
n e P " o

>

No other mechanization in Anderson's years at Pokegama.
Installation of protective railings by hand.

Refacing of bear trap value on log sluice.

Winter of 1941 leakage repair/use of dyed water to locate
problem, materials and processes used to plug leak, need to

heat materials and work areas.

1948 wash out of paper mill dam [Blandin Corp, Grand
Rapids].

Description of process interaction Corps office, St. Paul
and paper mill.

-3 -

-

e e SATP I S N '1"_;-";4',:." A AE LA DR R R AR

.......

o

%

"l - -

t
T
.‘_1
a %
.

__:.
s‘f#ﬁ
R

\

......
S

XL N
. ﬁ‘.'.'.'n_‘.- ",.,

.
y_m b
]

AR

AN WASYT
PP

'.sfjf4ss

\ fl ( rIJ
:]&f:ﬁ
e A

“¥

SRS
sateleee



AN TR DL

)

Explains general procedures to close dam.

15 mins. Continues description of stop log preparation and
maintenance, special equipment needed, adapted to tasks.

20 mins. 1Indians and wild rice harvest Goose Lake, water levels,
during WWII years Leech.

Story of postwar harvest handled badly by outsiders.

® 25 mins. Chief Ed Wilson honorary member Izaak Walton League,
Anderson's respect for Indians.

Rental of Leech Lake dwelling to Lego family [part Indian]
during WWII.

® Restructure of Pokegama dwelling ca 1950s, Dart supervised.

Inspects 1937 map of Pckegama site.

30 mins. Notes no changes during his tenure, locates root cellar
opposite officers quarters.

Gave up gardening after boys went into service.

Recounts wife's bout with illness 1946, failing health
following 1964 retirement from teaching.

® His own Corps life as healthy, always some saving, pleasure
at continuing contact with other fellows who worked on
these projects.

35 mins. Gives address for 9-ft. channel engineer, Christianson.

Y Notes very little in the way of public recreation at
Pokegama in his years, mostly fishing off dam.

Need to regulate public access for safety reasons during
repairs and general operations, collaboration with game
warden.

40 mins. Built fence and gate to regulate, discouraged boats above
dam,

No camping or picnicking in his years.
\ Noted increasing visitor traffic, need to plan for public.
Increase in RVs since his retirement in 1958,
Tape 2, Side 2

. O mins. Looks at 1937 pictures of Pokegama site, notes hand mowing
of lawn.
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5 mins.

10 mins.

15 mins.
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Describes back kitchen used as storage, problem of water
pipes (laid over bedrock) freezing in open winters.

Well as auxilary water supply; garage and chicken coop as
"old" R

Part of job at Gull to keep telephone line open to Brainerd
(11 miles).

Never had time to become hunter and fisher.
Preferred choir, band, VFW, family vacations.
Work with Izaak Walton League,

Describes fish spawning — fish kills/water levels during
I.Walton League presidency, Northern pike and walleyes.

Following retirement, worked on other water level matters -~
Corps should give advance notice of level changes.

Brings out his copies of logbook entries 1894-1958,
usefulness to his volunteer work.

Never without something to do.
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TRANSCRIPT
Corps/Mississippi Headwaters Project
Interview with Carl Anderson by Jo Blatti
February 26, 1988

Tape 1, Side 1

It is Friday, February 26. I am Jo Blatti interviewing Carl Anderson
in his apartment in Minneapolis. This subject of our conversation
today is Mr. Anderson's work with the Corps of Engineers,
particularly his work in the Headwaters Reservoirs, as a damtender.

INT: Could I ask, Mr. Anderson, if you could just tell me a little
bit about your background and how you got to the Corps of
Engineers as a young man?

CA: Well, I'll have to begin with the —, my service perhaps with
WWI and the ah, in the Navy. During my service with the Navy
as a-, in the Medical Corps, stationed at the naval base
hospital 13 in the Azores Islands. Among other duties,
nursing, I was called upon to do the embalming, which I had
learned from my father at Braham, Minnesota. After the war, I
thought perhaps that I would get back in business with him, but
this did not occur. And as a result, for several years I had
several different types of work, among which was editor of the
Braham Journal, teaching school in Wyoming and being out of
work in Minneapolis., It was toward the later part of the, of
the 20's that I ah, thought perhaps the best thing I could do
was to go back into government service of some kind and this
did occur. I was called to work by ah, Mr. Fairchild, who was
in charge of the building of the locks at lock and dam No. 1,
just ah, in Minneapolis.

INT: Now did you know him or -?

CA: No

INT: Had you put in an application, how did this?

CA: I had put in an application. In fact, I had put in
applications for several government offices, and this was the,
one of the first ones that came along.

INT: Now did you have, could I, if I could ask here, did you have
some kind of preferred status as a veteran of WWI?

CA: VYes, yes, I did. I had a 107 advantage as having been a
veteran, but, Mr, Fairchild, when he called me by phone in
January 1931, he asked me if I could do rough carpenter work
and I told him, 'yes sir, very rough'. And I was called to
work on February 1, 1931 and I never did any carpenter work.
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INT: Now did your, it sounds like your background as you were NG

growing up was much, I mean if you were a newspaper editor and .§s§

a teacher and had learned the embalming trade from your father ?h'

and then done that in the service, it doesn't sound like a very -:-

construction oriented background.

CA: No, there was no construction background connected with it
except that I had had some college training and some
mathematics.

INT: I see, now where did you go to college?
CA: At the University of Minnesota 1914 and 'l5.
INT: I see.

CA But, but at any rate, on, coming into contact with Mr.
Fairchild and the chief inspector Mr. Cooper, they gave me
every opportunity for advancement just as fast as I was able to
understand and carry on the work.

And, ah, before we, I may get a little mixed up on the dates
here, but it seems to me that it was in, in the spring of 1932
that we had completed most of the real construction work at the
Twin City locks and I was given the opportunity of taking the
job as a clerk on one of the dredges. As I understand it, we
had three dredges at that time working up and down the
Mississippi digging out the 9-ft. channel, and I was, I got the

W

job as a clerk on the dredge Cahaba. We were moved around by e
either one of the two steamboats at that time — the USS )
Eleanor or the General Allen. And throughout the summer, why, et
I was with the crew up and down the river on the dredge. Along hE
in the fall, it seemed to me that I would be out of work. But ORI
one evening as we were pulling into the, the boatworks at b
Fountain City, WI, why the word came that I should pack my gear 5N
and board the General Allen which I did. And that night, we ]
went up to Alma, WI where Mr. Fairchild again was the chief N
engineer in building the, of the lock and dam, and I was o]
assigned as inspector on the locks. ag:
®

INT: Now what did you inspect?

CA: The actual construction.

INT: So the concrete work and the pilings?

CA: Oh yeah.

INT: Everything?

CA: Yeah. The setting of lines and grades and seeing to it that
the specifications were followed as far as reinforcing and
condition of the forms and ah, a really full, the full job of

inspecting. I had nothing to do with the concrete, however.
That was a separate, ah, separate insgpectors on that, But
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CA:

INT:
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INT:
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INT:
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also, ah, during this summer, they were buiiding the channel
markers which were separate really, constructive units along
the stream of the Mississippi. Now I don't remember just how
far, but at any rate, I was appointed as the inspector on the
construction of these channel markers. And then, the dam at
Chippewa Falls, I remember that that went out and a flood of
water came down -

When would this have been?

The Mississippi and interfering considerably with the
construction. But as luck would have it we were about through
at the channel markers at that time. But on completion of the,
it seems to me, it was in the fall of '33 that we were about
through on, with the inspection on the locks and I thought that
along with the rest of them that I would be laid off, because
there was, the other locks and dams had not been fully
certified for construction. But I was fortunate in being kept
on the payroll and offered the opportunity of going up to the
Headwaters on the Mississippi.

I see.

And in the fall of '33, I believe, I'm sure, I moved the family
to Gull Lake Dam. And it's a very small dam, and during the
period of drought which occurred at that time, there was
practically nothing to do as far as the operation of the dam
was concerned. There was this stipulation, and that is whereas
I had been advanced to $2000 a year as an inspector, I was
reduced to $1320 a year as a damtender.

That was a great, that was a very great pay cut, wasn't it?

And in addition to that, there was $10 a month or $120 a year
taken off for use of the buildings as I recall. In spite of
the fact that any repairs to be made, I had to make them.

Out of pocket?

No, no, no, the government furnished all the materials, but
nevertheless I did the work.

How long were you at Gull?

Well, I was at Gull until the summer of '7, I believe it was.
Come to think of it again, it must have been '34, fall of '34
when I got to Gull and, and then the, it seemed at that time as
if the, at least there was, the reservoirs were more or less
places for the officers to relax.

I wanted to ask a little bit about that, it seems that -. What

was the story there, was it like a, people and their families
came up a lot, or -?
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Well, not to my knowledge. What happened at Gull Lake and I
can't speak for any of the other dams or what happened there.
But what happened at Gull Lake was that we were required, that
is my wife was required to cook for and take care of the
quarters. The officers had a separate building for quarters,
but at set prices, that were set by the Corps of Engineers.

And the reason for that was at the time, the roads were bad,
travel by automobile was not good, and the officers often had,
even at that time and previous to this time, had been required
to stay for several days at each site on inspection. And that,
of course, was official. Where my wife objected was when one
of the Major's wives, really who were not up there on
inspection, asked her not only to furnish meals, but to do
their personal laundry. Well she was not under contract by the
Corps of Engineers as I was, and she absolutely refused. The
result of that was that the Major and his wife departed hastily
for St. Paul again, and I regretted, in some ways, and yet I
thought my wife was perfectly in the right of not becoming a
servant to any of the officers who were not up there on
inspection. But the result was that, there was no animosity
waged against me or my wife.

There was not a problem?

No problem. In other words, it was the beginning of strict
inspection by the officers, and the end of any recreational
trips as I see it.

Do you remember when this, this was when you were at Gull?
This was at Gull,
So this would have been in the mid '30s sometime?

Well this was in, probably in 1935 because, ah '35. See, I
left Gull then for Pokegama in the summer of 1937, But while
at Gull, there were a great many things to do.

What, I say, with the low water, what did you do?

Well, for one thing, the, at that time the government was, had
all kinds of work programs, and among them was called the
National Youth Administration. And there were, I forget how
many, 4 or 5 high school dropouts that were assigned to me to
teach them what I could about, actually what we did was, we
pulled stumps out of the lawn, we, in landscaping, and then we
put in a drywell in addition to the sewage system from the
dwelling.

Now what is a drywell?
Well, a drywell, the water from the sewage, from the sewer,

that is, from the house runs into the drywell, where it
evaporates or seeps into the ground.
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So it's like an open septic system or something?
That's right, yeah.

Now I assumed that you all had septic systems of some sort in
the -7

Well they do now, but they didn't at that time.

I see, I see. I suspected the Corps wasn't running a pipe into
the river, but I didn't know what they were doing.

Well, I think we were at that time -
I see.

And we made the change, that is as I remember. But at any
rate, in building this drywell, we had to cut through the
poured concrecte foundation of the dwelling, which I think was
about 8 inches thick. And in cutting the hole through to run
the pipes through, we used any number of cold chisels and
there's where the blacksmith shop came in handy.

That was still there?

Oh yes, that was one of the main pieces of equipment that I
really enjoyed, was the blacksmith shop. I had learned how to
temper steel, and we reshaped those chisels. And I taught the
boys, ah, tempering steel, among other things.

Now did the boys live with your family, or was there a
bunkhuuse?

No, they were members of families in the immediate area, rural
families.

Okay, so they weren't from somewhere else?
No.
They were from right in your -?

They were right there, yeah. But, then, I don't remember just
how long they were there, but part of my work, too, was in
keeping the dwelling warm. We burned full 4~foot sticks of
wood, 4-foot cordwood sticks.

Big furnace,

Yes, and in those big houses, the heating was really, was
really something, that took up a lot of your time. Another
thing we did in the winter time, in January, 1 cooperated with
the resort people around the lake in putting up ice. We had,
we had an ice house at Gull there, where we put in 600 cakes of
ice,

----------
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Now, is this for your personal use in the summer?

This is for the personal use and the officers who caught fish,
and I cleaned the fish, and packed them in ice for them to go
back.

My goodness. So it was, essentially what the fish guides did
for paying customers?

Yeah, but, and then there were other details to be taken into
consideration there. I was sent out on trips to inspect
various lowlands that had been flooded and that the people were
making use out of.

How would that be? What use would people make of them?

Well, well, during the driest season they planted gardens; the
farmers planted hay.

Oh, so it's good muck and very rich land?

That's right, it was, on ground where the Corps of Engineers
held flowage rights, And when the water began to come back,
these people would be flooded out. And it seemed as if there
were several complaints. Well, part of that was Mr. Walters
had asked me to visit these places and make reports on them and
that's all I had to do with it, see?

But you mean people who, who kind of, for them it was kind of
found land, and they were unhappy then when the water levels
went back up again?

That's right. Yes.

Did you have much to do with, I understand that there were
water improvement, water level improvement associations in
those days, did you -?

No, not at that time, not at that tims. That was after I
retired.

Okay. Oh that the improvement -

Yeah, the Headwaters, the Mississippi Headwaters Association, I
think you are referring to.

I know that there were some things in the '60s, but I thought
that, I got the impression from talking to Wes Walters that
there were a lot of hearings and things in the '30s, during
this low water period.

That's right. I had very little to do with that except to
furnish reports to the office, and I assumed that Mr. Walters
took care of all that. Oh yes, there were a great many
hearings.
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Did people come to talk to you about it, or people who had
cabins around the lakes, beating on your door?

No, not too many. I knew, I got acquainted with all of those
people, practically as you would neighbors. But as far as any
official talks were concerned, I stayed clear of that; I had
nothing to do with that at that time.

Did you have much, one thing I am very curious about in career
would kind of spanned, kind of pure damtending, so to speak,
and then the recreation. Was how, did you know the resort
owners in your neighborhood and did you socialize with them and
did you work with them on projects because you all lived on the
lake, or was there a separation?

No, there was no separation. I socialized with, particularly
after I got to Pokegama Dam., See, there was a peculiar order
that the Corps, that the Colonel or the district engineer
always got out. When there was a change of district engineers,
the new district engineer sent a letter around to the
damtenders, and I wish I could have kept a copy of that. I
thought I had, but I missed it someplace. But nevertheless, we
were required to be, to live on the reservoir. We were
required to be there 7 days a week and on call 24 hours a day.
And as I recall, we were not suppose to be permitted to leave
the station without competent relief for more than 4 hours at
any one time twice a week to get our supplies. Well, I can say
now, that I don't of a damtender that could live up to that. In
fact I didn't, but I never had any trouble.

So you would go on a day trip or-, either for the Corps or for
family business?

That's right. Well, during periods of vacation, I did have to
furnish someone who was competent to take the gage readings and
take messages from the Corps of Engineers, but who was never
really competent to operate the dam. But he was responsible,
and he put up the flag and he took down the flag; he took the
weather reports, and sent in those reports.

Now who would you recruit for that kind of job?

Well I had a neighbor, who was working part-time and often
times out of work. His wife was a school teacher, and he took
care of a little acreage, so that he was free actually to come
over. Ed Drayton was very competent.

Now was this at Pokegama or -?

This was at Pokegama, yeah. At Gull Lake I, there, we had been
criticized severely by some of the people for previous acts of
the damtender. But I made friends out of this young man that
had, whose family had been really injured,and I trained him in
to look after the place.
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What had the problem been?

I don't want to get into that, because I don't really remember
the background there. But Ted Setula, once you became his
friend, he was always a friend. And finally, when Wes Walters
came over and got me in the summer of '37 to go over and take
charge of the repair work at Pokegama, why Ted Setula stepped
in and looked after until another man was there, you see.

And then you moved from, so the way you moved into Pokegama was
being asked to supervise repairs, and then you became the
damtender?

And then I became the damtender, yeah.

Now did you have an assistant damtenders, or were there, was
there anybody there besides you and your family?

No, no.
At either Gull or Pokegama?
No, no.
There wasn't an assistant?

No, oh no, we were all alone. Independent duty, it was
strictly alone.

Can I ask you to do me a favor? Fiddle with this or with this;
when you put your hand up and down the mike, it comes on the
tape.

Oh, oh, oh.

So if, I do understand that people need to fiddle sometimes, to
fiddle with something, anything but the microphone would be
wonderful, if you can be comfortable, OK?

well, now coming over to, the reason as I understand that I was
bro